CIRCULAR LETTER. 
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ELDERS Aub MESSENGERS 
BAPTIST CHURCHES 


| MEETING 


* 


At Asnrokp, SanpnvursT, SMarDen, TevwTtrDoON, in 
RENT] BATTLE, Ryk, ROTHERFIELD, WEAVELSFIELD, 
in SUSSEX 5 | | 


Aſſembled in ASSOCIATION at Rx, the 4th and 5th 
of June, 1782: maintaining the important Doctrines 
of three equal Perſons in one Divine Effence, eternal 
and perſonal Election to Holineſs here, and eternal Life 
hereafter ; the original Guilt and Depravity of Man- 
kind; particular Redemption; free Juſtification by the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST alone; efficacious 
Grace in Regeneration; the Perſeverance of the Saints 
to Glory. Profeſſing likewiſe Water-Baptiſm, upon a 
perſonal Confeſſion of Faith in CHRIST and Re- 

\ (ce towards GOD, according to the primitive 

ode and Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church : 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, ſend Chriſtian Sa- 
lutation; may Peace, and Love, with every other Grace 
abound among you, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Dearly Beloved, our Foy and Crown, 1 

YERMIT us once more, in theſe our annual addreſſes, to 
call upon you in the ſpirit of love and affection, which we = 

dear towards you in the Lord, to conſider your ſtate and growth 

$ Chriſtians, and members of the reſpective Churches which 

e repreſent; and 7 Brethren, chat you will cloſely ex- 


” 


= 
T7 \ 
$4 COA AE — : * 
G . 149 
5 | 
4 # 
l 


/D 


\ 


' 


.- . $202 Refer wth = Kot N 
S ee e eee eee 


1 
- 
' - 
— OT EBT ART woe ene,” ene 2 — ms 


62) 
amine yourſelves by the rules of the Goſpel, as we think there 
zs greater need of ſelf-examination, in the day in which we now 
live, it being a day of great declenſion, and apoſtacy from the 
truths of God; and you may be aſſured, that in theſe evil and 
perilous times, nothing can afford us greater joy (as your Mi. 
. Niſters and Servants for Jefus' ſake) than to hear of your proſpe- 
rity and welfare: for we can truly fay, „we live, if you ſtand 
faſt in the Lord.“ 1 Th in. 8, But, beloved Brethren, we 
cannot be ſilent ſpectators at ſuch a ſeaſon 3 we muſt offer ſome 
things which we think may be of ſervice to you, as means 
with the bleſſing of God) to recover Us to our former glory a 
hurches of Chriſt; and, if poſſible, to avert thoſe tremendouz 
judgments that ſtill continue to hang over our heads as a nation, 
Let us therefore examine, what are the true grounds of God's 
controverſy with us, that we my; with true and unfeigned re- 
ntance, return to that God, from whom we have deeply re- 
volted.. | 
We, as a nation, have been highly honored of God: we 
have had the Goſpel in its plainneſs and fimplicity, in its glory 
aud excellency, equal, perhaps, to any nation under Heaven, 
We in particular, as Diſſenters, and of the Baptiſt denomina- 
tion, have been favored with great light into the precious truths 
contained in the volume of Divine Inſpiration, beyond many 
of our, predeceſſors ; and it would have been our mercy to have 
known how to improve ſo great a privilege, to our own good, 
and the benefit of our fellow Chriſtians ; but, perhaps, many 
have been led to think, that the Goſpel confiſts only of privi- 
leges, bleſſings and immunities, to the total excluſion of all 
thoſe duties which we owe to God, to ourſelves, to our fellow 
creatures, more eſpecially to our dear Brethren and Siſters in the 
Lord: - tho? we ſhould not live to ourſelves, Rom. xiv. 7. but to 
the glory of God, and the good of others. If this has been 
our caſe in any meaſure, is it to be wondered at, that we are 
ſo defective and deficient in our love to the Brethren ? thoſe who 
are (with Us) the objects of the ſame Everlaſting Love, called 
by the ſame Grace, redeemed by the ſame precious blood of 
Chriſt, ſanctiſied by the ſame Spirit, and ſhall partake with Us 
of the ſame glory and bleſſedneſs to all eternity: That ever we 
ſhould be eſtranged in our affections towards thoſe Excellent of the 
Earth, who are io nearly allied to us in a relation that can never 
be diſſolved; what does all this argue, but the eatthlineſs of our 
diſpoſitions, and the little ſenſe of our duty ſo often inculcated 
upon us inthe, Word of God? | 4 
We wiſh you, Brethren, to lay theſe things ta heart, and to 
conſider the obligation laid on you, as Members of Churches, to 
cultivate a ſpirit of brotherly love and affettion towards each other, 
zs the only remedy againſt the growing evil of conformity to = 
. . Id World: 
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world : for where the heart is ſet upon Chriſt, his goſpel, his 
brdinances, his worſhip, and his ways ; there will be bur little 
toom for the world and its vanities to enter. Let us therctore 
ſhew ourſelves to be ſtrift nonconformiſts to the world, and 
the things of it, which can only be done by faith in the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 1 John v. 4. and which will be a better evidence 


to ourſelves, and to our neighbours, of the reality of our reli- 
gion, than any other arguments we can bring in favor of it. 


As the want of love to the Brethren, and a too cloſe attachment 


to the things of time and ſenſe, may have had a too powerſul 
influence over us, to the great injury of vital godlineſs amongſt 
us; ſo we fear, that a ſpirit of legality has contributed not a 
little, to keep us in this uncomfortable ſituation. By a ſpirit of 
legality, we mean, ſuch a temper and diſpoſition of mind, as 
tend in a meaſure, to eclipſe, and to keep the glory of the ever- 
aſting Goſpel ſo far from our fight ; as, that we fear to believe 
its freeneſs and fullneſs, its richneſs and glory, as relating to 
ourſelves, on account of our own unworthineſs, which frightens 
and drives us from our cloſets; which drives us from family duty; 
which drives us from the 'T able of the Lord; which drives us from 
our places in the Houſe of God; which drives us into a ſpirit of 
wrangling and diſputing with our Brethren about trifles; which 
drives us into the world; which drives us into ſin, and which would, 
if it were not for the covenant of Grace, at laſt drive us into hell. 
Hence ' the complaints ſo often made of orthodox worldlings, 
goſpel heads and legal hearts, dry doQtrines, empty notions, and 


the like. But why all this? Are the doctrines of Chriſt dry, 


nfipid, and unfavory ? Are thoſe precious truths empty and void 
of life, power, and ſpirituality ? We anſwer, No. Why then 
theſe complaints? The reaſon is, becauſe it is too viſible that 
we are upon a fad decline, in regard to the life and power of 
religion among us : and, indeed, how can it be otherwiſe, till 


we return to Him, from whom we have revolted ? But how 


ſhall we return? Where does the obſtacle lie? There may be 
many cauſes for which God may withdraw, in regard to the 
ſenfible communications of his love and grace towards his 
people ; and there may be many luſts and corruptions which we 
may have indulged, contrary to the repeated remonſtrances of 
our conſciences, and which it becomes us to be ſenſible of, and 
to be truly humbled on account of them. But how ſhall we be 
humbled before God, while a legal ſpirit lies concealed and un- 
ſuſpected in our breaſts ?. - © {1 
We wiſh you, dear Brethren, to conſider whether, when youhave 
had a ſenſe of fin, with all its horrors, and found a deſire to return 
to Chriſt, your only help ; whether this evil ſpirit we have been 
now deſcribing, has not ſtopt you at the cloſet door; where you 
have, perhaps, had a debate in your own mind, whether a 
| | 8 | perſon 


. | 
petſon in your'citcumſtances might come ſor boldly, and freely tg 
__ * # throne of Grace, as you take upon you to do, without ſome 
pre- requiſites, in order to qualify you for the ſame, Whethei 
the Goſpel is free to ſinners, as ſuch ; or whether you have any 
right to Chriſt and his Grace at all. Now it is eaſy to ſee how 
ſuch a debate as this will end, (viz.) greatly to your prejudice; 
and your future conduct, perhaps, in the family, in the church, 
and in the world. will be too ſtriking a proof of it. 
Dear Brethren, take this as a never failing rule, that where 
' legality is thus ſuffered to get the better of us, carnality, fenſuali. 
ty, and worldly-mndedneſs will be ſure to follow upon it. We ex- 
| Hort you then, if you would keep near to God, and oſten frequent 
the throne of Grace; if you would wiſh to be uſeful and ho. 
norable Chriſtians in your day; and generation; then remem- 
ber, you are to go to God as finners, with all your, guilt and 
filth, without waſhing yourſelf fuſt, and then coming to the 
fountain to be further cleanſed; It would be the extremity of 
folly to complain of the deadneſs of the times in which we live; 
the judgments of God upon us as a nation; and to exaggerate 
the great and crying ſins that have brought theſe judgments 
upon us, without ſtriking at the root of all theſe evils, (viz.) 
a flight and contempt of the Goſpel, which is done, either more 
or leſs, when we do not enter into the ſpirit and defign, of it. 
It is one thing to profeſs the Goſpel, and another to enter into 
the defign of its doctrines. The man who entets into their de- 
fign, will live upon God by the day; will conſtantly deal with 
the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt for pardon and acceptance, 
and will conſtantly find help, and of courſe will walk worthy 
of his high calling, and ſo be an honor and credit to his pro- 
feſſion: whilſt the man who knows thete things only in theory, 
may, for a time, be ſtruck with the novelty of the thing; but 
he will ſee no occafion to make uſe of theſe doctrines for him- 
ſelf and of courſe in x little time they will appear to him old 
and obſolete, and he will want ſome newfangled notion or, other 
to amuſe him. We mention theſe things, Brethren, chat you 
may be led to five upon Chriſt, and bis fullneſs, day by day; and 
that you may be encouraged to fly to the fountain of the Re- 
deemer's blood; under a conſtant ſenſe, of your deep; pollutign, 
being ſenſihle where fin abounds, grace does much more abound, 
Dis will do hohor: to the Grace of God; and by this means, 
you will gain ſtrength over your corruptions, and will bring forth 
fruit to the glory of God. r 516 941 
* Dewrly- beloved? Brethren, we wiſh your edification in all 
things. It is alſo our prayer: for you, that you may alſo enjoy 
that pleaſures and ſatisfaction in Chriſt and his Goſpel, which 
Fou, as believers, have a right unto. Religion never was de- 
ſigned to make our pleaſures leſs (as Dr. Watts well obſerves): 
FROM 


— 


h 
e 
tc 
b. 
rc 
th 
.W 
bi 
N 
fr 


it 


N © ; 
It is fad, that profeſſors ſhould go to the world for pleafures and 
recreations. . What, is there no God in Iſrael, that we muſt go 
to Baalzebub ? As to the carnal world, they may be pitied, who 
bave nothing elſe to amuſe and recreate. their a but God 
tells his people, whoſe delight is in him, that he'll give them 
the defire of their hearts: ſee Pſalm xxxvii. 4. Dear Brethrea, 
what would you have ? It ſhall be given, you, not to the half, 
but to the whole of the kingdom; he that ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up tor you; how ſhall he not, with hum, 
freely. give you all things? You may, and ought to rejoice in 
every thing that your Heavenly Father permits to take place for 
our good; yea, we may count it all joy when we fall into 
r James i. 2. and glory, ſeven in tribulations. 
themſelyes, Rom. v. 3. Who ſhall harm you, if ye be follow- 
ers of that which is good ? 1 Pet. iii. 13, Who ſhall lay any 
thing to your charge? Nom. viii. 33. Holineſs will be our 
choice, when we ſee a beauty in it, that commands our beſt and 
choiceſt affections; ſo that we cannot be happy, without the en- 
joy ment of it; then we ſhall not be driven, but drawn with 
the.cords of love. Then we ſhall hope, that our labors amongſt 
you. will not be in vain; in the Lord. | 
If theſe: conſiderations ſhould, have that weight with you 


you will/ be more aſſiduous, in every, part of duty which is in- 
cumbent upon you as Chriſtians, and Members: of Churches; 
and we would more eſpecially; recommend, it to you, that you 
be diligent, and conſcientious in the duties of your reſpe&ive-fa+ 

—_—-.-. g 5 8 2175 
* amily duty is often inculcated in the word of God; and the 
negle& of. it. is looked upon as a very great crime, for which the 
Lord is ſaid to. pour out his judgments, See: Fer. x. 25. Pſalm! 
Ixxix, 6. See how God deals with thoſe that call not upon his. 


name. To omit family prayer, is to give great advantages to 


the grand adyerſary of our ſouls: that weapon ** all, prayer,” 
Erb. vi. 18. has been found by thoſe who have uſed it, to be 
one of. the beſt weapons againſt the attacks of Satan; and thoſe, 
who have been enabled to uſe it conſtantly, and have continued to- 
watch thereunto with a perſevering ſpirit, have found it a great 
preſervative: againſt. the many wiles of Satan, both with regard, 
to themſelves and their families. 16 

Ho can we hope to proſper in our ſouls, and to be bleſſings 
in the Church to which we belong, while this duty is neglected 
or ſflighily, performed. by, us? If our ways are not pleafing to- 
God, it will ſoon be. diſcovered in the family; for when we have 
acted contrary to the dictates of our on conſciences, as well as; 
poſue to the Scriptures of, truth; how can we in the evening: 
dhe day, call for a bleſſing upon what we have been doing in 

2 | | 
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which. our ſouls wiſh and deſire they ſhould, then we hope that 
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riſe up. See Deut. vi. 6, 


5 1 
the courſe of the day? Moreover, if we have in any meaſure 
indulged an unchriſtian fpirit towards thoſe that are about us, 
what a temptation is here to neglect this duty? And what necd is 
there of watchfulneſs over our own ſpirit and conduct; left we 
ſhould harden ſuch in our families as know not the Lord, ſtum- 
ble ſuch of them who are weak in the faith, grieve the hearts of 
ſtronger Chriſtians, diſhonor God's name, and wound out own 
fouls * But if our conduct in the family be confiſtent with our 
profeſhon in the church, we_may = 5 that thoſe about us will 
be more diſpoſed to give attention to thoſe inſtructions, which we 
may think it our duty to give them: and remember, Brethren, 
it is no ſmall part of our duty, as maſters and heads of families, 
to inſtruct our children and ſervants (and all who are in provi- 
dence thus committed to our care) the good ways of God. And 
we would the more recommend this duty to you, as it was 
agreed, at our laſt Aſſociation, earneſtly to recommend to pa- 
rents to have their children catechiſed, and to take care of their 


morals. The wiſe man tells us, that if we train up a child in 


the way he ſhould go, when he is old he will not depart from 
it. Prov. xxii. 6. And Paul ſays, that we ſhould” bring up our 


children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Eph. vi. 4. 


It is true, we can't give them grace, but we are greatly wanting 
in out duty towards them, as well as in real affection to their 
precious and immortal ſouls, if we do not, to the beſt of out 
power, give them all that advice and inſtrüction we are capable 
of. If parents, if maſters, and heads of families would be thus 
faithful in the diſcharge of their reſpective duties, 3 the 
Miniſters would ſee ſome better fruit of their miniſtrations in 
their reſpective congregations. How does the great God com- 
mend -fach a conduct as this in his faithful ſervant Abra- 
ham! See Gen. xviii. 19. And it is the command of God 
to his people of old, that the words of his Law ſhould 
not only be in their hearts, but in their mouths allo; 
for they are commanded to tcach - them diligently unto their 
children, and to talk of them when they fit in the houſe, and 
when they walk in the way ; when 8 down, and when they 
Plainly ſhewing, that it is the duty 
of parents and others, to take all occaſions of inſtructing thoſe 
whom God in his providence: has committed to their care. 
It is lamentable to think of the ignorance that may be found, 
even among Diffenters* children. How few know the reaſon 


and ground of our diſſent from the national eſtabliſhment ? how 


few know, or are acquainted with, fo much as the firſt rudiments 
of Chriſtianity, or the principles of the doctrine of Chrift ! can 
we help fearing for the riſing generation, when we confider the 


rapid progreſs that deiſm has made in our land for theſe ſeveral 
years paſt? can we reflect upon the indefatigable paints and in- 


duſtry 


r 5 
duſtry of popiſh emiſſaries, to corrupt the ſimple youth of this 
realm by their falſe and poiſonous tenets f and ſhall we be re- 
miſs in principling our children by catechiſing our families, and 
even bringing them to the Houſe of God for this purpoſe ? ſhall 104 
we be content with the bare attendance of our children and i} 
ſervants at the Houſe of God, without enquiring how they have { 
heard ? how they profit? and the like. What can they think 1 
of religion, if we, who profeſs it, treat it in fo indifferent a way? 
Are not our own children, thoſe dear parts of ourſelves, liable to 
be ſeduced by every deceiver, through ſuch a conduct of ours? 
It is true, God will ſec * e his own elect, nor can any thing ren- 4 
ger their ſalvation abortive ; but will this juſtify our neglect of 4 
duty? or ſecure us from the ſtings of a guilty conſcience, and 1 
the juſt rebukes of our Heavenly Father? 

We pray you, Brethren, to think on theſe things; for ye are 
in our hearts to die, and to live with you. 2 Cor. vii. 3. and 
it is in the abundance of our love, and regard jor your beſt in- 
tereſts that we thus ſpeak. f 

We ſhall conclude this our annual letter with the words of the 
Apoſtle Paul, Philip. iv. 8, 9. Finally, Brethren, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things 
are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are love- 
ly, whatſoever things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praile, think on theſe things. Theſe things 
which ye have both learned and received, and heard, and ſeen in 


me, do: and the God of peace ſhall be with you.” 

$ | ' 
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1 Tueſday in the afternoon the miniſters and meſſengers met : 


4 I Brother Ruſſell began in prayer: brother Scott, brother Clifford 
4 and brother Copping ſucceeded. Brother Morgan was choſen 
moderator. The preliminaries, and likewiſe the letters from the 
ir I {fveral Churches were read ; their contents conſidered, and mi- 
F nutes taken. Different cauſes of joy and ſorrow, we truſt, 
„ I made correſpondent impreſſions on our hearts. The Church at 
Battle was admitted into the Aſſociation: brother Booker cloſed 
the ſolemnity by prayer. 
Wedneſday morning at fix o'clock, afſembled again: our bre- 
g. J tbren Smith, Fuller, and Mott prayed. Brother Lloyd having 
been defired to draw up the circular letter, read it, and was re- 
queſted to get it printed: concluded in prayer by the moderator. 
At ten o'clock public worſhip began by ſinging : brother Vid- 
ler prayed : brother Lloyd preached, from 3 Jobn ver. 2. Be- 
loved, I wiſh above all things, that thou mayeſi projper and be in health 
even as\thy ſoul proſpereth. Brother John Davis prayed : brother 
blinn preached, from 2 Cor. iv. 9. Caft down, but not deſtroyed. 


Brother 
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Brother Copping concluded in prayer: ſang ſuitable hymns at 
the uſual intervals of worſhip. $4 


Met again at four o'clock ; brother Efpenett-prayed. Agreed. 
earneltly to requeſt all the aſſociated Churches ts obſerve ho fiſt 
Wedneſday in November, as a day of ſolemn humiliation, pravcr 
and faſting, on the account of public affairs, and the ſtate of fe- 
Egion: confidered what was propoſed to our deliberation. Apreed 
40 hold the next Aſſociation at Weavelsficld, in Suſſex, on th. 
fiſt Tueſday god Wedneſday in June, 1783; brother 
and brother Purdy to preach ;- and in caſe of failure brot. 
Morgan: the miniſters and meſſengers 10 meet at five O clock 
on 1 ueſday in the afternoon: then the aſſembiy was diſmiſſed 
with prayer, by the moderator. e 


The ſtate of the affociated Churches. 
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